
34

ISSN 2409-1154 Науковий вісник Міжнародного гуманітарного університету. Сер.: Філологія. 2025 № 71

UDC 81.2: 659.1: 373.3
DOI https://doi.org/10.32782/2409-1154.2025.71.7

Bozhko Yu. O.,
PhD in Philology,

Associate Professor at Professor Mykhailo Hetmanets Department 
of Theory and Practice of the English Language and Foreign Literature

H.S. Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University

THE LANGUAGE OF ADVERTISING:  
A TOOL FOR TEACHING ENGLISH

Summary. This article examines the potential of using 
advertising language as a pedagogical tool in teaching English, 
emphasizing its effectiveness in enhancing linguistic 
competence, cultural understanding, and pragmatic skills. 
Advertising, a pervasive force in modern society, plays 
a significant role in shaping consumer behavior, societal norms, 
and cultural narratives. Its unique use of language – marked 
by brevity, creativity, and persuasion – makes it an invaluable 
resource for language instruction. By analyzing the structural 
and semantic elements of advertisements, educators can craft 
lesson plans that provide a dynamic and engaging learning 
experience. Advertising language offers a diverse range 
of techniques, including rhetorical devices, emotional appeal, 
puns, and multimodal communication, which contribute to its 
effectiveness in fostering vocabulary acquisition, pragmatic 
competence, and creativity. These techniques not only enhance 
students’ vocabulary but also encourage critical thinking about 
language use and meaning. In particular, advertising language 
introduces learners to a wide array of lexical items, idiomatic 
expressions, and colloquial language, encouraging them to 
think critically about word choice and context. Additionally, 
advertisements often employ persuasive strategies, politeness 
techniques, and rhetorical devices that provide valuable lessons 
in pragmatic competence. Moreover, advertisements reflect 
cultural values and norms, offering students the opportunity 
to explore cross-cultural communication and gain insights into 
how language adapts to different cultural contexts. This cultural 
awareness is an essential aspect of language learning. Through 
creative exercises like crafting slogans or jingles, students are 
also encouraged to engage in language production, fostering 
creativity and enhancing their language skills. Ultimately, 
the article demonstrates how advertising language can serve 
as a versatile and effective tool for language development, 
promoting both linguistic skills and cultural literacy.

Key words: advertising language, vocabulary acquisition, 
pragmatic competence, structural elements, semantic features, 
creativity. 

Statement of the problem. The language of advertising is 
an omnipresent and influential part of modern life, shaping con-
sumer behavior and cultural narratives across the globe. Its brev-
ity, creativity, and persuasive appeal make it a unique linguistic 
resource that can serve as an effective tool in language instruction. 
In recent years, educators have begun to explore how advertising 
language can be integrated into English teaching to help enhance 
vocabulary, pragmatic competence, and cultural awareness. The 
power of advertising lies not only in its ability to sell products but 
also in its capacity to communicate complex messages in an acces-
sible and engaging manner. By examining the structure, content, 

and style of advertisements, educators can create dynamic lessons 
that offer practical language learning opportunities for students, 
while simultaneously fostering a deeper understanding of the cul-
tural contexts in which advertisements are created and consumed. 
This article investigates how the language of advertising can be 
effectively used as a teaching tool in English language classrooms.

Literature Review. The use of advertising language in lan-
guage education has been explored by several scholars who have 
highlighted its potential for enhancing linguistic skills and cultural 
awareness. 

A. Goddard’s work highlighted the structural elements 
of advertising and their application in English teaching. His analysis 
of syntax, typography, and layout in advertisements offers practical 
insights for integrating multimodal texts into language lessons. By 
examining the interplay of visual and textual components in adver-
tisements, teachers can guide students in understanding how lan-
guage functions in different contexts [1].

Example: Analyzing print advertisements for high-end brands 
such as “Gucci” allows students to explore the relationship between 
visual appeal and persuasive language.

P. Kotler and K. L. Keller provided insights into the role of mar-
keting and advertising in shaping consumer perceptions. Their work 
is particularly useful for teaching professional English and business 
communication, where understanding the strategic use of language 
in advertisements is crucial [2].

Example: The Coca-Cola slogan “Open Happiness” exempli-
fies emotional branding, which educators can use to explore how 
language influences consumer emotions.

G.  Cook’s research emphasized the educational potential 
of advertisements in fostering cultural and linguistic awareness. 
He argued that advertisements reflect societal values and linguistic 
trends, thus offering a dynamic context for language learners [3].

Example: By comparing slogans like “Taste the Rainbow” 
(Skittles) with “Melts in Your Mouth, Not in Your Hands” (M&Ms), 
students can explore the linguistic and cultural nuances embedded 
in marketing messages.

D. Crystal discussed the stylistic creativity of advertising lan-
guage and its implications for language teaching. He noted that 
advertising often pushes the boundaries of language, creating 
opportunities to teach stylistic devices and innovative wordplay [4].

Example: The slogan “Finger-lickin’ good” (KFC) offers 
a chance to introduce idiomatic expressions and colloquial language 
in a way that is both memorable and engaging.

N. Fairclough’s sociolinguistic analysis of advertising language 
examines power dynamics and consumer manipulation. His insights 
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provide a critical framework for teaching media literacy alongside 
language skills, encouraging students to consider the societal impli-
cations of advertising messages [5].

Example: The BMW tagline “The Ultimate Driving Machine” 
can serve as a springboard for discussions on consumer targeting 
and language’s role in shaping perceptions of status.

N. Holm analyzes how advertising perpetuates consumer cul-
ture and shapes societal values, identities, and inequalities. He criti-
cizes advertising role in promoting materialism, reinforcing capital-
ist ideologies, and normalizing unsustainable [6].

Example: The 2016 Trump campaign’s targeted Facebook ads 
using divisive slogans (“Build the Wall”) to exploit anxieties about 
immigration. 

K.  Tanaka’s work focused on the indirectness and politeness 
strategies often employed in advertising. He argued that advertising 
language uses subtle persuasion techniques, which can be explored 
in language lessons to examine politeness theory and indirect com-
munication [7].

Example: The Carlsberg slogan “Probably the best beer in 
the world” is a clear example of hedging, a rhetorical technique that 
can be analyzed in the classroom.

E.  F.  McQuarrie and D.  G.  Mick explored the rhetorical 
and visual elements of advertising. Their analysis provides insights 
into how visual metaphors and rhetorical figures are used to enhance 
engagement and comprehension in advertising [8].

Example: The “Absolut Perfection” campaign by Absolut 
Vodka uses visual puns to reinforce the idea of perfection, which 
could be an excellent teaching tool for metaphor.

C. Hackley examined the role of creativity in advertising and its 
potential to inspire innovation in teaching. He argued that the cre-
ative strategies used in advertisements could stimulate students’ 
imaginations and encourage problem-solving skills [9].

Example: Apple’s “Think Different” campaign encourages stu-
dents to think divergently and can be incorporated into lessons on 
creativity in language learning.

B. J. Phillips and E. F. McQuarrie’s analysis of visual and verbal 
interplay in advertisements highlights the importance of teaching 
students how to decode complex multimodal texts. This is an essen-
tial skill in a media-rich world, where language and images work 
together to convey messages [10].

Example: Nike’s “Just Do It” campaign, which pairs powerful 
imagery of athletes with an empowering message, offers a compel-
ling example of multimodal communication.

N.  F.  Lund, S. A.  Cohen and C.  Scarles’s research on narra-
tive structures in advertisements demonstrates how storytelling 
techniques can be used to engage learners. His work offers insights 
into how advertisements use stories to capture attention and convey 
complex ideas [11].

Example: John Lewis Christmas advertisements, which often 
incorporate emotional storytelling, can be used to teach narrative 
techniques such as character development and plot structure.

T.  A.  Shimp explored the psychological principles behind 
the effectiveness of advertising. He provided valuable insights 
into how advertising language triggers emotional and cognitive 
responses, which can be tied to lessons on how language shapes 
human behavior [12].

Example: The State Farm slogan “Like a Good Neighbor” 
evokes feelings of comfort and familiarity, which can be discussed 
in the context of emotional appeal in advertising.

The primary aim of this study is to explore how the language 
of advertising can be utilized as an innovative and effective tool in 
English language teaching. This approach not only enhances learn-
ers' linguistic competence but also helps them develop greater cul-
tural understanding, enabling them to navigate the world of modern 
media with greater critical awareness.

Results and Discussion. Vocabulary Acquisition. Advertising 
offers a rich source of diverse vocabulary, which is essential for 
students to develop their language skills. The language of advertis-
ing introduces learners to a wide array of lexical items, from simple 
everyday words to complex expressions, all while allowing them to 
encounter idiomatic phrases, colloquial language, and sometimes 
even regional variations. Through the analysis of slogans, taglines, 
jingles, and product descriptions, learners are not only able to 
expand their lexicon but also to understand how context influences 
the use of words in different settings. Advertising is known for its 
use of wordplay, which challenges students to critically engage 
with the language. Puns, portmanteaus (blended words), neolo-
gisms (newly coined words), and catchy expressions are common 
in advertisements and serve as excellent pedagogical tools to help 
students think outside the box when it comes to word formation 
and meaning.

Example 1: The Rice Krispies slogan “Snap, Crackle, Pop” is 
a classic example of onomatopoeia, where the sounds of the words 
mimic the actual sounds associated with the product. By break-
ing down these words, students can learn the concept of onomat-
opoeia and its role in creating memorable phrases that resonate 
with the audience. Additionally, this example teaches students how 
specific word choices are linked to sensory experiences, which is 
an essential aspect of vocabulary acquisition in context.

Example 2: “Have a Break, Have a KitKat” demonstrates 
syntactic balance and repetition, which is a hallmark of persuasive 
language. This repetitive structure aids in making the phrase catchy 
and memorable, while also helping students recognize how rhythm 
and symmetry can be used effectively to enhance language impact. 
This type of structure is widely used in advertising to reinforce mes-
sages and create strong associations with the brand.

Through these examples, students learn how word choice, 
structure, and sound can combine to form memorable expressions. 
They can also explore how advertisements use brevity and creativ-
ity to condense meaning into short, impactful phrases that make 
an impression on the audience.

Pragmatic Competence. The study of advertising language pro-
vides students with invaluable insights into pragmatic competence, 
which is the ability to use language appropriately depending on 
the context. Advertising is a prime example of language use that is 
strategically crafted for specific purposes, such as persuasion, influ-
ence, and the creation of emotional connections with the audience. 
Advertisements often make use of persuasive strategies, politeness 
tactics, rhetorical devices, and subtle forms of communication that 
learners can study to better understand tone, register, and intention 
in real-world language use.

Example 1: The L’Oréal slogan “Because You’re Worth It” is 
a perfect example of how advertising can convey empowerment 
and exclusivity. This phrase not only promotes a product but also 
establishes a sense of value and self-worth for the consumer. For 
students, it provides an opportunity to explore how politeness strat-
egies (such as positive reinforcement) and persuasive techniques 
(such as appeals to self-esteem) work together to create a compel-
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ling message. By analyzing this slogan, students can learn how 
advertisements use indirectness to create a stronger emotional con-
nection with their target audience. 

Example 2: Volkswagen’s “Think Small” is a highly effective 
example of how understatement can be used in advertising to sub-
vert conventional expectations. The phrase challenges the typical 
approach of promoting a product by emphasizing its smallness 
rather than its grandeur, a strategy that plays on the cultural context 
of consumerism and values. This gives students a chance to explore 
how different rhetorical devices, such as irony and minimalism, 
can be used to convey messages in a way that is both unexpected 
and powerful.

Through such examples, students learn how pragmatic compe-
tence involves more than just vocabulary; it includes understanding 
the layers of meaning that speakers or advertisers convey through 
subtle cues, all of which are essential for effective communication 
in both everyday and professional contexts.

Cultural Awareness. One of the most important aspects of learn-
ing any language is understanding the cultural context in which it 
is used. Advertisements are a reflection of the society and culture in 
which they are produced. They often mirror cultural values, social 
norms, and current trends, making them an ideal resource for stu-
dents to gain insights into cultural diversity and intercultural com-
munication. By analyzing advertisements from different regions, 
learners can appreciate the ways in which language is adapted to 
meet the needs of specific audiences. This process helps students 
understand how cultural influences shape the way language is used 
in both subtle and overt ways.

Example 1: Comparing McDonald’s “I’m Lovin’ It” with 
its Chinese counterpart, “Just Enjoy It”, highlights the linguistic 
and cultural adaptation that takes place in global advertising cam-
paigns. This example demonstrates how the same brand adjusts its 
messaging to resonate with local audiences by modifying tone, syn-
tax, and even cultural references. Students can explore the reasons 
behind these changes and consider how different cultural values 
influence language use, making them more aware of the nuances 
of cross-cultural communication.

Example 2: Coca-Cola’s holiday campaigns serve as a rich 
example of shared and diverse cultural symbols. The brand uses 
universally recognized imagery (e.g., Santa Claus, the winter sea-
son) to create a sense of unity and nostalgia, but it also adapts its 
messaging to cater to different cultural contexts. Students can ana-
lyze how symbols like the Coca-Cola truck or a Christmas tree are 
used to evoke specific cultural memories or values, depending on 
the region. This gives students the opportunity to explore the con-
cept of “globalization” in advertising and how brands navigate cul-
tural differences to maintain their worldwide appeal.

Through such analyses, students develop not only a broader 
understanding of the cultural nuances embedded in language but 
also an appreciation for the diverse ways in which communication 
is shaped by cultural factors.

Creative Expression. The creative nature of advertising pro-
vides ample opportunities for students to express their own ideas 
and experiment with language. Advertising campaigns are known 
for their bold and innovative approaches to language, design, 
and messaging. By engaging with advertising content, students can 
be inspired to create their own slogans, jingles, and promotional 
materials, allowing them to explore their linguistic creativity while 
enhancing their language skills. These activities not only foster 

creativity but also encourage learners to use language purposefully 
and effectively to convey messages to a specific audience.

Example 1: Students can be tasked with creating a campaign 
for a fictional eco-friendly product, using a slogan like “Green 
Today, Better Tomorrow”. This exercise allows students to use per-
suasive language and create a message that is both environmentally 
conscious and linguistically effective. They can experiment with 
wordplay, rhythm, and emotional appeal to craft a memorable mes-
sage that resonates with a specific target audience. This type of task 
enhances students’ ability to use language creatively and effectively, 
which is a valuable skill in both academic and professional settings.

Example 2: Writing jingles for products like “ChocoBlast” 
enables students to practice their creativity in a fun and engaging 
way. Jingles often rely on rhyme, rhythm, and repetition, making 
them a great tool for enhancing language skills related to phonology 
and syntax. Students can learn how to use language in a rhythmic 
and musical manner, fostering both linguistic and artistic expres-
sion.

Through creative activities such as these, students can not only 
improve their language proficiency but also enhance their ability 
to think outside the box and apply language in novel and engaging 
ways.

Engagement and Motivation. The dynamic and visually appeal-
ing nature of advertisements is one of the key factors that make 
them an effective tool for engaging students. Advertisements are 
designed to grab attention and convey messages quickly, often 
through captivating visuals, catchy slogans, and emotional appeals. 
When incorporated into language lessons, advertisements can stim-
ulate students’ interest and make the learning process more enjoy-
able. The use of real-world materials such as commercials, print 
ads, and viral campaigns provides authentic and relatable content 
that helps students see the practical application of language skills 
in the outside world.

Example 1: Analyzing Super Bowl commercials provides stu-
dents with a wide range of authentic material that is both entertain-
ing and educational. These commercials often feature innovative 
storytelling, humor, and social commentary, all of which can be 
used to engage students in discussions about language use, advertis-
ing strategies, and cultural trends. By studying these ads, students 
gain a deeper understanding of the language used in the media 
and how it reflects broader social and cultural contexts.

Example 2: Viral ads like “Dumb Ways to Die” (Metro Trains) 
offer another great example of how humor and creativity can be 
used to engage students while teaching language. This campaign 
uses humor and memorable characters to communicate important 
safety messages, providing students with a light-hearted way to dis-
cuss serious issues. The combination of humor and language learn-
ing makes the lesson both fun and effective, which helps maintain 
students’ motivation and interest throughout the learning process.

Through these examples, it is clear that advertising language, 
with its emotional appeal, creativity, and entertainment value, 
can significantly enhance student engagement and motivation. 
By incorporating advertisements into lessons, teachers can create 
a more interactive and stimulating learning environment that fosters 
both language development and enjoyment.

Conclusions. The language of advertising proves to be 
an invaluable pedagogical tool in the English language classroom. 
As demonstrated in this article, advertisements offer a rich, multi-
faceted context for teaching English, blending linguistic, cultural, 
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and creative elements that enhance students' language proficiency. 
By examining the structural and semantic features of advertising, 
educators can create dynamic lessons that promote vocabulary 
acquisition, pragmatic competence, and cultural awareness. The use 
of slogans, taglines, and advertisements exposes learners to a wide 
range of lexical items, idiomatic expressions, and rhetorical strat-
egies, fostering both linguistic development and critical thinking.

One of the most significant benefits of incorporating advertis-
ing into language lessons is the opportunity to explore pragmatic 
elements such as persuasion, politeness, and tone. Through adver-
tisements, students can develop a deeper understanding of how 
language functions in real-world contexts, equipping them with 
the tools to communicate effectively and persuasively. Moreover, 
the diverse cultural references and societal trends reflected in adver-
tisements encourage learners to engage with a wide range of global 
perspectives, fostering intercultural communication skills.

In addition to linguistic and cultural benefits, advertising lan-
guage also nurtures creativity. Encouraging students to create their 
own advertisements, slogans, or jingles allows them to experiment 
with language in innovative ways, stimulating their imagination 
and enhancing their expressive capabilities. This creative engage-
ment can lead to a deeper appreciation for the power of language 
and its role in shaping consumer perceptions and societal narratives.

Ultimately, advertising language offers a powerful and engaging 
method for teaching English. As the study has shown, it provides 
an authentic, real-world context for language learners to explore 
complex linguistic structures, cultural nuances, and persuasive 
techniques. The incorporation of advertising language into English 
language teaching not only enhances learners’ linguistic skills but 
also equips them with the critical thinking and creativity needed to 
navigate the modern media landscape. Future research should focus 
on developing specific frameworks to further integrate advertising 
language into educational curricula, ensuring that this rich resource 
is effectively utilized in language teaching.
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Божко Ю. Мова реклами: інструмент для 
викладання англійської мови

Анотація. У статті розглядається потенціал вико-
ристання мови реклами як педагогічного інструменту 
у викладанні англійської мови, підкреслюється її ефек-
тивність у вдосконаленні лінгвістичної компетенції, куль-
турного розуміння та прагматичних навичок. Реклама, що 
є невід’ємною частиною сучасного суспільства, відіграє 
значну роль у формуванні споживчих звичок , суспіль-
них норм та культурних уявлень. Унікальне використан-
ня мови, що характеризується стислістю, креативністю 
та переконливістю, робить її цінним ресурсом для вивчен-
ня мови. Аналізуючи структурні та семантичні елементи 
реклами, викладачі можуть розробити плани уроків, які 
забезпечать динамічний та цікавий навчальний процес. 
Мова реклами пропонує широкий спектр засобів, серед 
яких – риторичні прийоми, емоційне звернення, каламбу-
ри та мультимодальну комунікацію, які сприяють її ефек-
тивності у збагаченні словникового запасу, розвитку праг-
матичної компетенції та креативності. Ці методи не лише 
поповнюють словниковий запас учнів, а й заохочують до 
критичного мислення щодо використання мови та її зна-
чення.

Зокрема, мова реклами знайомить учнів з широким 
спектром лексичних одиниць, ідіоматичних виразів 
розмовної мови, заохочуючи їх критично ставитися до 
вибору слів та контексту. Крім того, в рекламних текстах 
часто використовуються стратегії переконання, техніки 
ввічливого спілкування та риторичні прийоми, які є цін-
ним матеріалом для розвитку прагматичної компетенції. 
Реклама відображає культурні цінності та норми, пропо-
нуючи студентам можливість дослідити міжкультурну 
комунікацію та отримати уявлення про те, як мова адап-
тується до різних культурних контекстів. Така культур-
на обізнаність є важливим аспектом вивчення мови. За 
допомогою творчих вправ, таких як створення слоганів 
чи рекламних музичних композицій, студентів також 
заохочують долучатися до мовної творчості, розвива-
ючи креативність та покращуючи їхні мовні навички. 
Стаття демонструє, як мова реклами може слугувати уні-
версальним та ефективним інструментом для розвитку 
мови, сприяючи як лінгвістичним навичкам, так і куль-
турній грамотності.

Ключові слова: мова реклами, засвоєння лексики, 
прагматична компетенція, структурні елементи, семантич-
ні особливості, креативність.


