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GREENSPEAK IN THE WARTIME:
ECOLOGICAL MEDIA DISCOURSE ON THE WAR IN UKRAINE, 2022

Summary. The study presents an ecolinguistic approach
to the analysis of media discourses on the ecological
challenges caused by the war in Ukraine in 2022 and provides
the theoretical basis for an analysis of language in media
ecological discourse.

The aim of the research is to analyse the linguistic means
used to present environmental problems in the English-
language media discourse that appeal to readers’ emotions,
influence the way people consider ecology and are supposed
to encourage the general public to take urgent measures.
The corpus of the material for the analysis was selected by
the content and semantic analyses by the continuous sampling
from the editorial articles in the English language newspapers,
magazines, ecological blogs, forums, websites on the war in
Ukraine and its impact on the local and global environment.
The research shedding light on the usage of lexico-semantic
means and stylistic figures and highlighting the linguistic
elements of special interest, focuses on the role of metaphor
in the media discussion of the most essential environmental
issues and hazards caused by the military invasion into Ukraine,
the local and global consequences. The applied methodology
also includes Multimodal Discourse Analysis (MDA) that
investigates the construction of meaning by combination
of verbal and non-verbal correlates. The analysed metaphors are
presented in verbal, visual or verbal and visual modes. The study
gives a detailed explanation of the analysed discourse structures
and illustrates the metaphorical images of the war as a disaster,
an ecowar opposed to ecopeace, a killer and a crime, while
the environment is presented in the headlines of the editorials
as a living being and a weapon. Multimodal metaphors present
the combination of the verbal and visual correlates in a bright
pictures that trigger emotions of readers, with visual correlate
adding and supporting the verbal one. In most examples a verbal
mode introduces target domains, but source domains are
presented by a visual mode. The further stage of the research
can be a larger-scale corpus-supported study of stylistic figures
in the ecological discourse of the wartime.

Key words: ecological discourse, environmental problems
in the wartime, metaphor, personification, metonymy.

Introduction. Over the last nine months the world media
have focused on the war in Ukraine and its possible aftermath.

As the armed conflicts contribute to the degradation of the natural
environment, the importance of eco awareness greatly increases.
These will include destruction, ecological and humanitarian
disasters and crises, climate change, armed conflicts that cause
new and dangerous substances to appear in the ecosystem
of the unseen scale for man and for nature, etc. Contemporary
scientific and technical achievements have led to the creation
of advanced technologies that, when used during military
operations, destroy ecosystems for a long period. War being above
all a human drama and absolute evil, Russia's ecocide, in the long
term future, can have global importance: burnt hectares of forest
by shelling and contaminated by unexploded mines and shells,
flooded coal mines, atmospheric pollution caused by fires, burials
of killed animals, contaminated fertile soil with harmful substances,
50,000 dolphins died in the Black Sea as the result of hostilities [1].
Russia has been shelling large industrial facilities causing pollution
of soil and water with heavy metals. Fires destroy the natural
environment of rare species of plants and animals. The war damages
air, land, plants, water, kills animals. The shelling of nuclear power
plants can cause a catastrophe for the territory and for the whole
mankind.

The study focuses on the role of the language in solving
the problems of the environment caused by the war in Ukraine.
The aim of the research is to analyse the linguistic means used
for the presentation of environmental challenges in the English-
language media based on the ecolinguistic approach. The corpus
of the material for the analysis was obtained by the content
and semantic analyses of mass media publications to identify
the specific features and functioning of lexical-semantic and stylistic
means in mass media texts highlighting the environmental hazards.

The research methodology is the ecolinguistic approach [2,3],
where linguistics addresses the questions of environmental
destruction. The research area is one of the modern scientific trends
based on social, psychological and philosophical approaches to
linguistics combined with sociology and ecology. The primary
purpose of ecolinguistics research is to identify ideologies (“the
stories of how the world was, is, will be and should be”), which
are shared by members of particular groups in society supported
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by discourses, in other words, “the standardised ways that
particular groups in society use language, images and other forms
of representation” [4].

Literature review. One of the topics included in the ecolinguistic
research is Ecological Discourse Analysis [5,6], which is the analysis
of a discourse in the ecological framework [4], and the impact
of human activities on the environment [7, 8]. The conceptual
system being metaphorical, metaphor is one of the linguistic
devices that can change human beliefs [9-13]. It can trigger many
familiar images in the discourse to evoke emotions and induce
to actions. As emphasising the content, they can be means
of raising ecological consciousness, “... the use of metaphors is
an imaginative process” [14]. The methodology is also Multimodal
Discourse Analysis (MDA) that investigates the construction
of meaning by combination of different modes, images, colour,
design [16-17] and the method of Critical Metaphor Analysis to
disclose the intentions of the speakers [15].

Marijn H. C. Meijers, Paola Remmelswaal & Anke Wonneberger
[18] give the definition of “a visual impact metaphor as an object
that comprises a visual implicit comparison to another object so
to visualize the impact of one’s behaviours by using a feedback
feature. The authors argue that visual metaphors consider to convey
more persuasive impact than verbal ones [19]. According to Charles
Forceville’s, Multimodal cognitive metaphors as those “in which
target, source and / or mappable features are represented or suggested
by at least two different sign systems or modes of perception” [20] .

Results and discussion.

I. The war as an ecological disaster, a climate story. The
following examples demonstrate the metaphors presenting a war as
“an environmental or ecological disaster” emphasizing the ruining
character of the invasion, while metaphors for the war as “a climate
story” may be sometimes misleading hiding the destroying character
of the military invasion:

1. War Is an Ecological Disaster-but Ukraine Can Build Back
Greener [21].

2. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is a climate story [22].

3. Ukraine is a climate story. Because everything is a climate
story [23].

4. War has been an environmental disaster for Ukraine [24].

IL. Ecowar, ecopeace and a fossil fuel war metaphors
emphasise the seriousness of the consequences of climate change,
depletion of natural resources caused by the military actions that
will be obvious only in some time, and that should engage people in
climate change issues:

1. The Russian army has burned forests and poisoned water
supplies, flouting international law. As the UN draws up new
guidelines, is it possible to wage an “eco” war? [25].

2. The Need for Ecological Peace In Times of War [26].

3. “This is a fossil fuel war’: Ukraine’s top climate scientist
speaks out [27].

A large number of media reports addressing climate change
issues are multimodal, combining texts with video illustrations,
comments, photos and cartoons, etc. The following example
illustrates the environmentalists’ movement (the verbal sign
of the “climate emergency” and the photo of Greta Thunberg as
the metonimy) whose efforts are erased by the war metonymically
presented by the image of the tanks. The constructed metaphor
from the source domain is “The war is destroying the efforts
of the environmentalists”.
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Has war erased the climate emergency from the global
agenda? [28§].

III. A powerful tool for drawing attention to environmental
hazards in Ukraine in media publications is personification metaphor
of the war as a killer or a fight, that “threatens”, “is hurting” or “is
bombarding nature”. The metaphor appealing to immediate actions
for helping the nature is highlighted by the multimodal metaphor
of “trashing the Earth” (5) supported by the visual sign and combined
with the title that enables us to construct the metaphor : “The war in
Ukraine in destroying the planet™:

1. ‘An Ecocide’: How the conflict in Ukraine is bombarding
the environment [29].

2. Ukraine war threatens global heating goals, warns UN
chief[30].

3. Russia's War In Ukraine Is Hurting Nature [31].

4. War is a climate killer [32].

S. War in Ukraine threatens global fight against climate
change [33].

IV. Perceiving the environment as ‘an organism’, ‘a person’,
‘a community’ allows to look at the planet as a living being that
is suffering from the war and crying for help, with personification
metaphors “silent casualty of war”, a living being that “recovers”
and “suffers” that are added by the visual image of a suffering live
planet holding the sign “no war” symbolising its “plea”:

1. Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon alleged that
the environment remains a silent casualty of war [34].

2. It will take at least 50 years for our environment to recover
from the conflict [35].

3. Ukraine’s coal mines — both operational and disused — have
also suffered under the conflict, presenting a particular threat to
rivers and groundwater [36].

4. Dead dolphins: how nature became another_casualty
of the Ukraine war [37].

5. The environmental casualties of war in Ukraine [38].

6. A ‘Silent Victim: How Nature Becomes a Casualty
of War [39].

7. Ukraine’s natural environment is another casualty of war.
The damage could be felt for decades [40].
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V. Nature as a weapon and a tool. Taking the extreme
measures as flooding to buffer zones, using the nature as a weapon
for defence coined the new term “WarWilding” in early March,
2022, when the wetland of the river Irpin near Kyiv was reflooded
to make the Russians turn back and abandon military hardware:

1. WarWilding: a new word to describe the startling effects
of using nature as a weapon [42].

The Russian troops, metonymically presented in the examples
as “Vadimir Putin” and “Russia”, used a nature as a weapon for
the attack damaging and burning forests and poisoning water
supplies, flouting international law to occupy the new territory
and harm the ecology and people:

2. How Vladimir Putin weaponised the environment in
Ukraine [43].

3. Ukrainians suffer in cold, US says Putin is ‘weaponising’
winter [44].

4. Russia is weaponizing water in its invasion of Ukraine [45].

5. Weaponizing Energy Will Hurt Russia the Most [46].

VI. War as a crime. Figure 1 depicts a broken glass container
signifying a ruined planet and the tree serves as a metonymy for
the whole nature, while the multimodal metaphor here is actualised
by several modes. The source domain is presented by the photo
that is added and defined by the target domain which is nominated
as an “Environmental War Crime”. The only tree left in the broken
glass implies the danger posed on the wildlife which is ruined by
the war. So, the mapping from the broken glass to the broken planet is
“fragility”, “high risk of destruction”. The presented metaphor is “Our
planet is as fragile as glass and ruining of the nature in the wartime
Russians are committing crimes”. In Figure 2 the source domain
is a gun and a plant which present metonymies for the war killing
the nature. The metaphorical mapping from the gun and a plant to
the destroyed environment is ruining and destruction caused by
the war identified by the inscription on ecological crimes when it
comes to the effects of the war on the environment. The symbolical
presentation of the Russian president and The International Criminal
Court on the background of armed vehicles and burning land (3)
supports the text about the legal responsibility of Russia for the crimes
to the Ukrainian nature, where the photo of the president, the court
symbol and the vehicle metonymically presents the state, the Justice
and the Army. In all there figures the verbal mode introduces target
domains and source domains are presented by a visual mode.

1. The Role of the Environmental War Crime in the Russian
Invasion of Ukraine [47].

2. War and environment: Russia’s ecological crimes and how
to record them [48].

3. Russia Should Pay for Its Environmental War Crimes [49)].
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Conclusion. The research demonstrates a large number
of metaphors used in the ecological discourse on the war and its
destructive consequences for the environment. The analysed metaphors
are presented in verbal, visual or verbal and visual modes. Most
examples depict the ruining character of the war in the source domains
showing it in the headlines as a “disaster”, an “ecowar” opposed to
“ecopeace”, a “akiller and a crime”, while the environment is regarded
to as “a living being” and “a weapon”. A number of personification
metaphors are related to conceptual metaphors and help the readers
understand environmental issues in terms of themselves. The studies
of multimodal metaphors set up a combination of the verbal and visual
correlates to create a bright picture and trigger emotions of readers,
visual correlate adding and supporting the verbal one. In most examples
thy verbal mode introduces target domains and source domains are
presented by a visual mode. The research can be considered an initial
stage for a larger-scale corpus-supported study on stylistic figures in
the ecological wartime discourse to come to more general linguistic
conclusions and to provide new insights.
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Iagaiuenko JI. B., Opiosa B. B. ExoJioriuni npotaemu
BOECHHHOIO0 4acy: eKOJIOTiYHMIi Meia JucKypc Npo BiiiHy
B Ykpaini, 2022

AHoTtauist. JlochiKeHHs NpeJCTaBlsle EKOJHIBICTUYHUI
MiAXiA 70 aHaji3y aHIIOMOBHHMX MEZia-AUCKypCiB  ILO/IO0
eKOJIOTIYHMX BHUKIUKIB, CHPUYMHEHUX BiiHOIO B VYkpaiHi
y 2022 poui, i 3a0e3nedye TeopeTUUHE MIAIPYHTS M aHAJi3y
MOBH B Me[lia-€KOJIOTIUHOMY THUCKypci. MeToro CTarTTi € aHawi3
MOBHHUX 3ac00iB, SIKi BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTbCS JUISL HPEACTaBICHHS
€KOJIOTYHUX IIPOOJIEM B aHIIOMOBHOMY MeEIIHHOMY IUCKYpCi,
II0 BUKIMKAIOTh €MOLii 4YWTauyiB, a TaKkoX BIUIUBAIOTH
Ha CHPUIHATTA eKOJNOrii Ta MAlOTh CIIOHYKaTH IIMPOKY
IPOMAJICHKICT O BXUTTS 3axofiB. Kopmyc warepiamy st
aHaJI3y OTPUMAHO LUIIXOM KOHTEHT Ta CEMAHTUYHOIO aHAJi3y
Ta METOJIOM CYLLIbHOI BUOIPKU 3i CTarell aHINIOMOBHUX Ia3erT,
XKypHAJIB, €KOJOriyHux OnoriB, QopymiB, calfTiB Hpo BiliHY
B VYkpaiHi Ta il BIUIMB Ha JIOKaJlbHE Ta DIOOAJIbHE JOBKLLISA.
JlocnifkeHHS BHUCBITIIOE BXXMBAHHS  JICKCHKO-CEMAHTHYHHX
3aco0iB 1 cTuiticTHUHUX (iryp, BUAUISE MOBHI €IEMEHTH, LIO
CTaHOBILITH OCOONUBHUII iHTEpEC, AOCIILKYE poib MeTadopu
B ME/1ia-00TOBOPEHHI HAWBAXIIMBIIINX EKOJIOTTYHUX IMpodieM
1 HeOe3neK, CIPUYMHEHUX BiHCBKOBUMH IisMM B YKpaiHi, ix
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JIOKaJIbHKX 1 II00AIbHUX HACITIIKIB. 3aCTOCOBYBaHA METOJIONIOT IS
TaKOXK BKITFOYAE MYJIBTUMONATBbHHUN aHami3 auckypey (MAJ),
SKAA JOCHIDKYE TOOYIOBY 3HAUCHHS IIUISIXOM ITO€JHAHHS
BepOaJIbHUX 1 HEBepOAJIbHHUX KOPENATIB. AHaTi30BaHi MeTadopu
TIPE/ICTaBICHI Y BepOAIBLHOMY, Bi3yalbHOMY ab0 BepOaIbHO-
Bi3yaJlbHOMY pexxumax. JIociimKeHHs Jae eTaabHe MOSCHEeHHS
MPOaHATI30BaHUX CTPYKTYP AUCKYPCY Ta LTFOCTpye MeTadOpHuHi
oOpa3u BiifiHM SIK KaracTpodu, CKOBIfiHM (Ha TPOTHBAry
eKOMHUpY), BOMBII Ta 3II0YMHY, a HAaBKOJIHIIHE CEPEIOBHUIIEC
peJICTaBIeHe B 3aT0JIOBKaX peNaKIiiHUX cTaTel sIK JKKBa icTota
130post. MynsTMOIaIIbHI MeTaQOpH MPEACTABISIOTH TO€THAHHS
BepOAIbHUX 1 Bi3yaJIbHUX KOPEJATIB Y SICKPAaBHX KapTUHAX, sSIKi
BHUKJIMKAIOTh €MOLIii YUTadiB, Bi3yaJbHi KOPEISTH JOTOBHIOIOTH
1 MITPUMYIOTH BepOATbHIIN KOMITOHEHT. Y OUTBIIOCTI IPHUKIIAIIB
BepOAIbHUI PEKUM MPECTABIISE IIJIbOBI OMEHH, a BHXIiIHI
JIOMEHH TPENCTaBIIeHI Bi3yallbHUM pPEKHMOM. lomanbimm
€TaroM PO3CIiTyBaHHS MOXe OyTH OLIBII MacIITaOHe KOPITyCHE
JIOCII/DKEHHS CTIUTICTHIHUX (DITyp y eKOJOTiYHOMY AHCKypCi
BOEHHOTO Yacy.

KnrouoBi cnoBa: eKoNOTiYHMHA JHUCKypC, EKOJOTIUHi
mpoOlieMH BOEHHOTO dacy, Meradopa, TmepcoHidikamis,
METOHIMISL.




