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DISCOURSE PECULIARITIES OF INTERNET MEMES

Summary. The article is devoted to the discourse analysis
of the internet memes. It highlights the peculiarities of the internet
memes and figures out the features which implement political
discourse based on the classification proposed by the Netherland
scholar T. van Dijk in his book “Discourse and Power”. The
proposed theoretical material has been reworked stressing out
the prior directions of contemporary linguistics. Practical material
was purposefully selected from official pages of news agencies
in social network Instagram among which there are: BBC News,
Telegraph, the Independent, and the Times. All the mentioned
resources are official representatives in social networks. The aim
of this work is based on the process of figuring out discourse
peculiarities of internet memes. To achieve the proposed aim there
is a need to identify key information concerning internet memes
themselves and the way they implement political discourse on
the internet. The author proposes basic information concerning
the research on discourse, political discourse and internet memes.
Moreover, the article points out key classifications on discourse
and internet memes. Being based on the classification by T. van
Dijk the work analyses pragmatical, lexical, and semantical
features which are appropriate for political internet memes. The
article figures out separate phrases and word-combinations which
express the highest level of emotional marking and implement core
intentions posed by news agencies in Instagram. The priority was
granted to internet memes which depict political situation in two
countries — the United States of America and the United Kingdom.
In conclusion the author proposes the results of the comparative
analyses which presents distinctive as well as common features
of political discourse verbalization of internet memes.

Key words: political discourse, internet memes, social
networks, comparative analysis, discourse analyses, political
memes.

Introduction. Means of communication of modern digital
interaction continue growing in number. Today it includes numerous
features which enlist not only linguistical aspects but also visual
units such as internet memes which are integrated into the sphere
of politics being bright example of information presentation.
Thus, the urgency of this work is formed due to the wide-spread
usage of internet memes with political content and their role in
implementing political discourse worldwide.

Numerous researchers work with internet memes: P. Davison
[1] who describes visual effects of internet memes, R. Dawkins
[2] - the scholar who has been the first who used the term “memes”,
and A. Kulkarni [3] who highlights core issues connected with
political memes; describes political discourse: F. Batsevych [4] who
devotes his works to discourse and its classifications, T. van Dijk [5]
who works with all spheres of discourse, etc.

The urgency of the work is formed due to the needs
of determining political memes as linguistic units which can
implement political discourse.

The aim of work is to figure out discourse peculiarities
of internet memes.

To achieve the aim there is a need to identify key information
concerning internet memes and the way they implement political discourse.

Results and discussions.

Practical material was purposefully selected from official
Instagram pages of British news agencies such as: BBC News,
Telegraph, the Independent, and the Times. All the chosen internet
memes have political context.

Dr. Richard Dawkins [2] was the first scientist who proposed
the concept “meme”. His book “Selfish Gene” which has been
published in 1976 highlights that memes are units which have so
called replicating element of cultural heritage which, due to its
similarity, can be multiplied and transmitted to future generations.
Contemporary linguistic views on this concept differs from original
one — nowadays memes can include pictures, video-fragments,
emojis, and GIFs. However, the term “Internet meme” was firstly
proposed by American author Mike Godwin in 1993. In 2012
P. Davison in the article “The Language of Internet Memes” points
out that “Internet memes is a unit of culture, mainly a joke, which
may have an influential power due to its ability to spread online”,
In our article [6] the meme was defined as a cultural, linguistic
phenomenon which depends on emotional and educational
possibilities of its author and further Internet-users, it is realized as
a linguistic unit in the process of digital interaction. Internet memes
with political content are not the exception. They are formed not to
entertain only, but to inform and share views.

Thus, it is possible to determine that political memes are
linguistic and psycholinguistic units of the Internet which
narrative is completely based on the political content aimed
at the information, disinformation, entertainment, and formation
of the required political views [7].

Political discourse is represented in works of the Netherland
scholar T. van Dijk who has pointed out in his work “Discourse
and Power” that for political discourse it is inherent to have
counterarguments, exaggerations and situational semantics, that
can work with political memes. “Political discourse can solve
the question by itself only, it can depict what is true and what is
false. Political discourse declares its ideas to be the best when
the ideas of others are the examples of lie” [5]. Discourse is closely
connected with context which may represent the background
of every situation. It is possible to point out that “context controls
discourse by virtue of the definition of context as the definition
of the relevant aspects of the social situation” [8, p. 111].

Thus, there is a need to study discourse peculiarities of British
internet memes which have been selected due to the typology
of political memes:

1) textual memes:
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— original (non-manipulated photos with no purposefully
incorporated passage) (Pic. 1);

— symbiotic (combination of photo and written passage) (Pic. 2);

— integral (comics-like picture with incorporated picture) (Pic. 3);

— fused (more than one photo/picture, written passage,
and visual effects) (Pic. 4);

— phrasal (text only) (Pic. 5);

2) non-textual memes:

— original (non-manipulated photo only) (Pic.6);

— fused (more than one photo/picture and visual effects) (Pic.8);

— pictorial (comics-like picture) (Pic. 7);

3) animated memes:

— GIF (rounded animation) (Pic. 9);

— fragmental textual (video-episode with subtitles, length up
to 30 seconds) (Pic. 10);

— fragmental non-textual (video-episode without subtitles,
length up to 30 seconds) (Pic. 11) [7].

Discourse analysis proposed by scientist Teun van Dijk detects
three main aspects of the written passage — pragmatics, intention,
and linguistics. Thus, there is a need to determine background
information which has influence on the formation of definite
memes, to figure out lexical specificity of every unit, and understand
the intention of the meme.

Thus, political meme gained numerous ways of representation
thorough internet-memes. To figure out main streams of political
discourse verbalized by internet-memes presented in social media
there have been analyzed units from several Instagram pages.

One of the most wide-spread topics of contemporary political
memes are Covid-related ones (Pic. 12). Many examples were

provided by COP26 (UN Climate Change Conference) which was
visited by numerous politicians from the whole world. The meme
represents the Prime Minister of Great Britain at the conference
without means of protection whereas the United Kingdom has
rather high level of patients infected with Coved-19 daily — about
130 000 cases [9]. The passage “Did Boris Johnson and Sir David
Attenborough break face mask rules at COP26?” is marked with
word-combination “to break the rule” that means to do something
forbidden. The forbidden thing in this case is absence of medical
masks used not to spread the virus which has already turned
the world to pandemic. The form of question gives internet-users
possibility to think about the answer which is clear. Intention
of the author is not to inform, but to show the level of responsibility
of the politician who runs the country where people die from
coronavirus. As well this meme presents the views of its creator
concerning the seriousness of this disease.

Another example (Pic. 13) from COP26 is the meme related
to the speech of the 44™ President of the United States of America.
His passage was fully directed to climate changes. “To all the young
people out there — [ want you to stay angry. 1 want you to stay
frustrated. But channel that anger. Harness that frustration. Gird
yourself for a marathon, not a sprint.” The pragmatics of this political
meme is to inform the world concerning the danger connected with
climate changes which can ruin the way we live. Barack Obama used
repetition “/ want you to stay” which stresses out the importance of his
passage. His rhetoric is full of “I” that demonstrated his position as
influencer and leader. The verbs “fo channel”, “to harness”, and “to
gird” give strength to the speech. Another means is comparison “gird
yourself for a marathon, not a sprinf” which gives internet-users

humanity

PRINCE HARRY

Pic. 2 "*'Symbiotic
meme""*

Pic. 3 ""Integrated
meme"'

Texas governor Greg
Abbott bans mask

Abbott signs bill banning
aba i ks.

Pic. 4 ""Fused
meme"*

BREAKING HEWS

Biden admin. to restrict

travel from India amid
coronavirus surge

Pic. 5 ""Phrasal
meme"*

Pic. 6 ""Non-textual
original meme"

59



ISSN 2409-1154 HaykoBwui BicHUK MixkHapoaHOro rymaHitapHoro yHiBepcutety. Cep.: ®inonoris. 2021 Ne 52 tom 1

the possibility to understand that much time is required for changes.
Word-combination “/ want” reflects personal desire of the politician
to change the situation for better.

This meme (Pic. 14) demonstrates the saying by Fraser
Nelson who is a political British journalist and an editor of The
Spectator magazine concerning Brexit. The United Kingdom held
a referendum concerning its membership of the EU on the 23d
of June 2016. 51.89% of voters voted to leave the European Union.
In fact, the UK left the EU on the 31% of January 2020 [10].
Nowadays the percentage 51.89% has slightly decreased. Fraser
Nelson has used question “Was [ right to support Brexit? If this
is ‘Global Britain’, I'm starting to wander” that helps to form
emotional marking as well as to engage internet-readers into

the process of consideration Brexit-related issues, its pros and cons.
Another aspect which attracts attention is “/'m starting to wander”
which demonstrates opinion of Fraser Nelson. Moreover, the saying
shows that his author has already changed his views and wants
others to do the same. “Global Britain” is used in brackets as if it
is a metaphor and according to the opinion of the author — Britain
is not global anymore. Conditional “if this is “Global Britain”, I'm
starting to wander” demonstrates hesitation,

The Independent magazine has presented political meme which
depicts manipulated photo with a plot based on the Korean serial
“Squid game” released in 2021. But the author correlated it with
the topic of COP26 and named it “Climate game”. The backstage
shows the saying “World leaders — stop playing climate games”
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which is like a call for actions. The front position of meme is
occupied by the person with a mask which depicts current President
of the United States of America Joe Biden; thus, he is accepted by
the author as a “world leader”. The boxes below the have much
in common with dices, they say, “act in Paris” (talking about
the Paris Agreement which legally binds international treaty on
climate change. It was adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris,
on 12 December 2015 and entered into force on 4 November 2016
[11]) and “keep 1.5 C° alive” (talking about the decided increase
of this indicator up to 1.8% [12]) and are addressed to politicians
worldwide to save the nature and live around. “Stop playing” does
not leave place for thinking and is used to exaggerate general
marking of the meme.

Our next example demonstrates back side of Brexit which turned
into empty shelves in stores and supermarkets. Tough situation with
import and export, difficulties inside the countries of the United
Kingdom related to Brexit, and decreased quantity of people who
support exit from the EU has brought controversy to the kingdom.
The author of the internet meme uses the passage: “On the plus side
the weights are in imperial” that reflects all the difficulties inside
the country. The meme illustrates the Prime Minister of the UK —
Boris Johnson. That means that the author correlates the situation
namely with this politician.

The queen of the United Kingdom did not omit the situation
connected with COP26. This political meme (Pic. 16) presents
an abstract from the speech “We are doing this not for ourselves
but for our children and children’s children”. The bright appeal to
family and children, those people whom every individual wants to
save and support. Another essential aspect is pronoun “we” which
demonstrates the desire to cooperate to solve the situation. Elizabeth
[Tuses word “children” twice to stress out the importance of the issues.

Conclusions. Thus, 2021 had numerous political issues
to discuss, but the second part of the year is marked by two big
events — UN Climate Change Conference and tough times related
to Covid-19 which has not stop its spreading. Political discourse
of the analyzed internet memes is verbalized using repetition,
appeal to fears and opinions, self-presentation, emotionally
marked lexicon, and appeal to family (children). Exaggeration
and comparison are other two means of realizing political discourse.
Nowadays political issues of the USA and the UK of the second
year is almost identical — questions related to climate changes
and to world pandemic of coronavirus. Political discourse is widely
represented on the internet with the help of internet memes which
are turned to inform the users concerning wide range of international
affairs being popular variants of multimodal texts throughout digital
interaction.

The prospect of this research is to figure out linguistical means
which can implement political discourse throughout the internet.
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3aborHoBa M. JluckypcuBHi 0c00JUBOCTI iHTepHeT-
MeMiB

AHoranisi. CTaTTs NpUCBIYCHA TUCKYPCUBHOMY aHai3y
MOJIITUYHUX THTEPHET-MeMiB. Y po0OOTi BUKIIa/IeHI 0COOIMBOC-
Ti TOJNITHYHUX IHTEPHET-MEMIB, BU3HAYCHI KIIFOUOBI ACTICKTH,
SIK1 BIZITBOPIOIOTH MOMITUYHUH AUCKYPC 32 KITaCH(DIKaIlIEFO, 110
Oyna 3amporoHOBaHA HiJEPIaHACHKMM BYCHUM TeyHOM BaH
Jeiikom y cBoiif kuu3i «Jluckype i Bnagay». 3ragaHuii Teope-
TUYHHUH MaTepiasn OyJI0 OIpanboBaHO 3 HarojJocoM Ha roJOB-
HUX HalpsMax Cy4acHOi JIIHrBiCTUKH. [IpakTHuHMiA MaTepia
OyJ10 HiJeCpsIMOBAHO BiiOpaHo 3 OQIIIHHAX OPUTAHCHKUX
CTOPIHOK HOBMHHHUX arcHIIiH, sSKi MPEICTABICHI B COIiaIbHIM
Mmepexi Instagram, cepen Hux: BBC News, Telegraph, The
Independent 1 The Times. Yci 3a3HaueHi pecypcu MatoTh odi-
1iiHI IPeACTaBHUIITBA B COlliasibHIM Mepexi Instagram. Mera
poOOTH TOBHICTIO 0a3yeThCsl Ha TMPOLECI BUSBICHHS JHC-
KyPCHUBHHMX OCOOJIMBOCTEH AHINIOMOBHHX MOJITHYHUX IHTEp-
HeT-MeMiB. {J1s TOCSATHEHHS IOCTaBICHOT METH OYII0 OTPIOHO
9iTKO 1JeHTU(IKyBaTH OCHOBHY iH(OpPMAIIiI0, KA CTOCY€ETHCS
SK CaMMX IOJITUYHHMX IHTEPHET-MEMIB, TaK 1 CIOCOOIB, 110
SIKUX BOHH BJAIOThCS, 100 pealizyBaTH MOJITUYHUM JUCKYypC
B iHTepHeT-cepenoBuili. KpiM Toro, crarts Hajgae kimacudi-
Kallito JUCKypCy ¥ TONITHYHHX IHTepHEeT-MeMiB. Po3Binka
CIHPAETHCS HA aHAI3 IParMaTHYHUX, JIIHTBICTHYHUX 0COOJIH-
BOCTEH Ta IHTEHL1l XKypHaicTa, 1110 IpUTaMaHHI IOJITUYHUM
IHTEepHET-MeMaM. ABTOpKa BUOKPEMIIIOE OKpeMi BUpasu if ci1o-
BOCIIONIYYCHHSI, SIKi BiJIOMBAIOTh HAWBUIINHN PiBEHb €MOIIHHO-
ro MapKyBaHHS Ta BiJITBOPIOIOTH OCHOBHI IHTEHIIIT, sIKi Tiepe-
CIIYIOTh HOBMHHI areHIiii, o MpeACTaBICHH] B COIabHIM
Mepexi Instagram. TIpiopureTHICTh HaJaBalach MOJITHYHHM
IHTepHET-MeMaM, KOTPi JeMOHCTPYIOTh TOJITHYHY CHTYAIifO
B Crnonyuenux llrarax Amepuxu i O6’egnanomy Kopomis-
cTBi. Y mizcyMKax aBTOpKa BHKJIAja Pe3yJabTaTi MPOBEICHOTO
JIOCITIJKCHHS, SIKI JIEMOHCTPYIOTh CHIUIBHI ¥ po30iKHI pucH,
IO MPOSIBIISIFOTHCS B MpOIieci BepOaizaliii moJiTHYHOTO JTUC-
KypCy 3a JIOTIOMOTO0 MOMITHYHUX IHTEPHET-MEMIB.

KurouoBi cjioBa: momiTHYHMN JUCKYpC, IHTEPHET-MEMH,
couianbHi Mepexi, NOPiBHAIbHUN aHai3, JUCKypCUBHUI aHa-
J1i3, TMOTITHYHI MEMH.
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