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“His hoarse shouts brought a pale face to the study door, the 
beaming glasses and worried brow of Dr. Simon, who heard the 

clear words. Lord Galloway was crying: “A corpse 
 O’Brien at last had gone 

utterly out of his mind”
worried brow, clear 

words His hoarse shouts brought a pale face, out 
of his mind utterly

A corpse in the grass  a 
blood-stained corpse, crying -

-
-

a foolishly large head drew waveringly 
near them in moonlit haze; looked for an instant like a goblin, 

but turned out to be harmless little priest whom they had left in 
drawing-room”

-
a foolishly large head

moonlit haze

-
wavering  harmless little priest,

like a goblin -

-
-

“A man cannot behead with a bodkin,” said Brown calmly, 
“and for this murder beheading was absolutely necessary”

-
calm  absolute -

-

-

“But for whatever old causes such people might be interested 
in each other, their distinguished host was not special  interested 
in them. No one of them at least was in his eyes the guest of the 
evening. Valentin was expecting, for special reasons, a man of 
world-wide fame, whose friendship he had secured during some of 
his great detective tours and triumphs in the United States. He was 
expecting Julius K. Brayne, that multi-millionaire whose colossal 
and even crushing endowments of small religions have occasioned 
so much easy sport and easier solemnity for the American and 
English papers. Nobody could quite make out whether Mr. Brayne 
was an atheist or a Mormon or a Christian Scientist; but he was 
ready to pour money into any intellectual vessel, so long as it was 
an untried vessel. One of his hobbies was to wait for the American 
Shakespeare  a hobby more patient than angling. He admired Walt 
Whitman, but thought that Luke P. Tanner, of Paris, Pa., was more 
“progressive” than Whitman any day. He liked anything that he 
thought “progressive.” He thought Valentin “progressive,” thereby 
doing him a grave injustice.” 

whatever  such  
special  at least  even  so much, quite, 
thereby world-wide fame  
detective tours and triumphs, make out;  multi-millionaire

to pour money, intellectual vessel

Valentin -

“Since he had been supreme over French  and large  
over European 
honourab  used for the mitigation of sentences and 
of prisons. He was one of the great humanitarian French 
freethinkers; and the only thing wrong with them is that they make 
mercy even colder than justice” 
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Valentin

French, 
European, freethinkers -

large , honourab , even the 

colder than justice
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