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over  under -
dis mis  Many people worry 

that overpopulation will cause resource depletion and environmental 
degradation that threaten the ecological life-support systems on which 
we all depend -
nerable, they are likely to suffer disproportionately with both warm-
er temperatures and poorer air quality 

overpopulation -
disproportionately

 
-

Hunting and poaching are often posited as 
the main cause for the decline and disappearance of wild animal 
species 
hunting poaching

decline 
-

-
At the 

beginning of the modern era – in A.D. 1 – the number of people 
in the world was probably about 100 million, one-third of the 
present population of United States. In 1960 the world contained 
3 billion people. Our population has more than doubled in 
years, to 6.8 billion people today. In the United States, population 

popular attractions are all symptoms of a growing population. If 
recent human population growth rates continue, our numbers could 
reach  

-
-
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A child suffering from severe marasmus is generally thin and 

shriveled, like a tiny, very old starving person -

like -
-

-
-

Home gardening has been banned in Katowice, Poland, because 
vegetables raised there have unsafe levels of lead and cadmium 

-
has been banned

raised

home gardening vegetables
. 

-

-
The effects of oil pollution 

from slicks are most visible among sea birds and sea mammals 
-

most visible
effects of oil pollution from slicks

-
No one wants to 

waste, an incinerator that burns urban waste, or a hazardous-waste 
disposal operation for chemical materials. This attitude is widely 
known as NIMBY not in my backyard ) -

NIMBY 
not in my backyard -

Biodiversity researchers summarize most important 
causes of premature extinction using acronym HIPPCO: Habitat 
destruction, degradation, and fragmentation; I
species; 
consuming too many resources); ollution; Climate change; 
and Overexploitation

HIPPCO -

-

-
-

What 

Does the Future Hold?

Sometimes, just when 
we think we are helping ve created 

an oxygenate from natural gas that increases octane levels, is a good 
example. In 1990, the Clean Air Act mandated that MTBE be added 
to the gasoline in parts of country that had ozone problems. So for 
next few years, MTBE was added to gasoline. Marketing campaigns 
even convinced us that higher octane gasoline was better for your 
car. Gasoline burns cleaner and with fewer emissions when MTBE 
is added. Unfortunately, it was not the perfect additive everyone 
thought it was. It turns out that MTBE is a serious groundwater 
pollutant. MTBE is less toxic than benzene, the most hazardous 
gasoline-related groundwater pollutant in United States. But like 
benzene, MTBE can change the color of groundwater and cause it to 
smell and taste like turpentine in smallest quantities 

-
are 

helping ’ve created -
-

(yes -
unfortunately

the most hazardous
but

-

-
but although

whereas despite however nevertheless
-

-
Understandably, but nevertheless disturbingly, reserves have 

often been established on land that no one else wants. Areas of high 
species richness and distributions of endangered plant and animal 
species often overlap with human population centers

Where upper class whites can «vote with their feet» and move out of 
polluted and dangerous neighborhoods, blacks and other minorities 

desirable locations -
upper class whites  black and other minorities, -

 -

-
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For many of the world’s women and children, 
life is an endless struggle for survival, focusing on the daily 

-
for many of the world’s women and children

life -

-
-
-

Clear-cut 
forests regrow relatively quickly in New England, but very slowly 
in Siberia, where current logging is expanding -

(relatively quickly::very slowly

-

-

Whenever 
human invade an area, the habitats of many organisms are disrupted 
or destroyed, which contributes to their extinction -

disrupted destroyed 
invade  

extinction 

-
-

-

If workers are unable to 
distinguish hazardous waste from other kinds of waste materials, 
hazardous wastes are not properly disposed of Houses 
fall into ruin, automobiles rust, and appliances wear out unless 
work is done to maintain them

-
unable not -

unless

-

-

-

If ice were heavier than liquid water, it would sink 
to the bottom of the oceans, lakes, and rivers. If water froze from 
the bottom up, shallow seas, lakes, and rivers would freeze solid. 
All life in the water would die because cells of living organisms are 
mostly water, and as water freezes and expands, cell membranes 
and walls rupture. If ice were heavier than water, the biosphere 
would be vastly different from what it is, and life, if it existed at all, 
would be greatly altered Without biodiversity, most life 
would have been wiped out long ago -
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